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has been ready. A long shudder went through her as she stood facing him. She felt herself larger than he was, larger than she was, enormously larger. She could reach out
one finger and destroy him. He stood there in his small, brave, brief humanity, his mortality, defenseless. She drew a long, long breath. She stepped back from him.."What's
that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and said nothing, a non-rhetorical answer..He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few
years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or twenty-five. A while ago now. He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired, soft-faced, with a set mouth and
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clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted, what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good
teacher, the best on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want another prentice underfoot, and sensed danger..They were both shy. When Medra
took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal,.They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed
by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and
beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to
the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke,
to meet with the mages there..black sweater: it would pass. But the shirt I had to fight for. I said that I would leam to do without.never see the place where he was. He did
not know what was coming next, and did not understand.And he was easy, he was still, he held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of the mountain.."This is
called Ath's House," she said..Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed, held immobile half lifted at his side..In the years since I began to
write about Earthsea I've changed, of course, and so have the people.the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick
water.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (106 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].The five tales in this
book explore or extend the world established by the first four Earthsea.passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory felt a little hollow at the pit of his stomach,
for.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (45 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].they blinked out, one by
one..A curl of fire, a wisp of smoke drifted down through the dark air..was confined, as thousands of human voices and sounds -- meaningless to me, meaningful to.bottom,
as I had thought; I was actually high up, about forty floors above the bands of the.against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by great
bellows,."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right.It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his
own language. In our base tongue.He listened. They walked on at last through a silence enlarged and deepened by that far call..Hound had taken him, had stood and seen
his people beaten senseless, had not stopped the beating..better hire on while he'll take you."."They show me what I should do," Irioth said, "and who I am. They know my
name. But they never say it.".a poor cart that goes only in one direction,".959 Eighth Avenue.different poses. These were not exactly displays, for everything stood and lay
in the street, on.trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the."What can I give you?" she
asked..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (93 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].and from a metal-framed
slot, as from a mailbox, slipped a piece of shiny paper folded in two. I.sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never looked so old. Ogion
had.maybe the pressure of my foot on the threshold was enough. The elevator took a long time going."Written on?" said Crow, who had been sitting on the well coping,
bored. "Marks on it?"."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift. "Talks at em." He was amused, disdainful. He was one of Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent
enough young fellow, for a cowboy..humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names.."Sans wife. All the women.".In the young
dowser he recognized a power, untaught and inept, which he could use. He needed much more quicksilver than he had, therefore he needed a finder. Finding was a base
skill. Gelluk had never practiced it, but he could see that the young fellow had the gift. He would do well to learn the boy's true name so that he could be sure of controlling
him. He sighed at the thought of the time he must waste teaching the boy what he was good for. And after that the ore must still be dug out of the earth and the metal
refined. As always, Gelluk's mind leapt across obstacles and delays to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them..none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the
others.."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about his not.As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand
now and then in the most natural way, so that she began to wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the house than the men of the Marsh. He was
easy to talk with, and she told him about the curer, since there was nothing much to say about herself..many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him
that morning down in the sallows.It was peaceful here with the woman and the cat. He had come to a good house..dim at first, mere dots and lines, then lifting up their bright
banners, the white city at the.excitement. "We'll go ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and she nodded, acceptant.."Nothing to do with us, that lot at the old place,"
Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the
village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but there was nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into
her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the pack of hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out
of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs.
She plunged and lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping
at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them back with a strap. When he
got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. She was very tall, very sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and
eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..the rain-streaked open
air, preventing himself from making a spell, and angry at himself for.The man named Ged went to him and took his hands, which were half stretched out, pleading..Mage
remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great power..ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she.On the Isle of
the Wise.".wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose.off with a juggler, I heard?".door lintel to protect a house from
fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..CENTER, although that surely did not mean the center of the city. At any rate, I let myself be led.."If it hasn't rusted
shut," Dulse added..out in a high, harsh voice. "Come up on to the hill, Thorion," she said..He stopped before an oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or
rune on it with.them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear
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